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The purposes for which 
The Ivy Foundation is 
organized are:

• the relief of poverty 
and illiteracy,

• the advancement of 
education, science, 
and culture, 

• the promotion of 
health and social 
welfare, and 

• the engagement in 
community service.

Who We Are
The Ivy Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization, was established in 1986 by 
members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Xi Zeta Omega 
Chapter. The Ivy Foundation provides young people with opportunities to 
achieve healthy and productive outcomes and supports academic 
achievement and higher education. Our organization also promotes 
community economic development and encourages volunteerism through 
community service. 

What We Do
With over 230 volunteers, the Ivy Foundation serves a vehicle through 
which contributions are channeled to enrich the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area.

How Can You Help? 
The Ivy Foundation is a not-for-profit organization that answers to the 
needs of the community. Donations received are used to fund 
programs and initiatives that provide the best possible services for the 
children, youth, and families that the organization was created to 
support. By supporting The Ivy Foundation, you help your community in 
many ways.
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2019 Board of Directors
Officers
• Daphne Doyle Benbow, Board Chairman 
• Rosalie H. Stroman, PRP, Executive Director
• Ivana Roberts Williams, Vice Chairman
• Camille Coppock, Recording Secretary
• Patricia Khan, Treasurer
• Barbara White, Financial Secretary
• Crystal Saunders Hancock, Assistant Financial Secretary
• Ferial S. Bishop, Parliamentarian
• Brendolyn McCarty-Jones, Attorney Advisor

Members
Judith Brown, Courtney A. Coffey, Beverly A. Fields, Esq., Candacé M. 
Jackson, Alicia Spencer Koku, Monica Miles, CPA, Nichelle DeJesus 
Sertsu, Karen Spruill, Sherri Street, Karyn Upshaw, Shana Wilson
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Chairman's Message
For more than 26 years, I have been a member of the Ivy Foundation. I quickly realized that this organization was
essential to the well-being of the city and community where I grew up.

In 2016, when I became Chairman of the Ivy Foundation, I had four primary goals:
1. To ensure the organization's sustainability and compliance in meeting all Federal and District of Columbia nonprofit

rules and regulations.
2. To implement a Board of Directors giving program to increase the unrestricted revenue of the Foundation.
3. To update and streamline the process and procedures for fundraising.
4. To establish a planned giving campaign for the scholarship fund.

While there were many obstacles, the Board was able to achieve all four goals and more. I am most proud that the
Foundation established the Ivy Leaves program. More than $50,000 was pledged in planned giving donations to keep
our scholarship fund sustained. The Foundation held more than eight town halls/educational sessions, providing
members an opportunity to learn more about its business operations. The Foundation created its first fact sheet, a tool
to share our successes and data with the community and potential partners. Foundation members approved our official
logo, for which trademark registration paperwork has been submitted. Lastly, the Foundation's first annual meeting
packet was created, and updates to our scholarship procedures and application were made.

I want to welcome our new Chairman, Courtney Coffey, and all of the new Board members.

Finally, I want to thank all of you: the Board of Directors, members of the Ivy Foundation, volunteers, partners, and
contributors who provide the lifeline to the Foundation. The activities of the Ivy Foundation continue to provide not only
programs, services, and resources to the communities in need in the District, but also work diligently to promote service
through all mankind.

It has been my honor to serve as Chairman of the Board for these past four years.

Chairman 2016-2019 6



Executive Director’s Message
Dear Friends and Supporters,
A new year always seems to bring about talk of change, growth, and moving forward. It offers a refreshing view of 
the path ahead. As we look to future days, our goal is to continue to grow with integrity.  

The Ivy Foundation remains true to its commitment to providing young people opportunities to achieve healthy 
and productive outcomes, supporting academic achievement and higher education, promoting community 
economic development, and encouraging volunteerism through community service. Increasingly demanding 
times require us to be ever more thoughtful in deploying our volunteer and financial resources to build a healthy 
and vibrant community. 

From encouraging healthy lifestyles through health and wellness education and making donations to various 
organizations engaged in medical research; to our scholarships and helping students complete the college 
application process successfully; to supporting families in need through our donation of eyeglasses to the Lions 
Club and shoes to Soles for Souls; to maintaining our support of the senior citizens at Asbury Dwellings; to 
educating the public on financial planning, asset accumulation, and wealth-building; and to encouraging youth to 
embrace the arts; our ongoing body of work encompasses and reflect the realities and complexity of the 
community we serve.

We are especially proud of the recipients of our 2019 scholarships. They are academically-talented and exemplify 
excellence in all of their endeavors. They also demonstrate exceptional leadership potential and a commitment to 
public service.  

I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to the Board of Directors, members, volunteers, and friends for their 
invaluable contributions and help to make a positive difference in the lives of the many people we serve. In part, 
our effectiveness is due to the mutually respectful relationships we have forged with our community partners. 

Thank you for your continuing support of the Ivy Foundation.
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Washington, D.C., had an estimated population of 711,571 in 2019, which makes it the 22nd most 

populous city in the United States. The median age in Washington, D.C., is 33.8 years, with a slight 

gender gap between female (52.5%) and male (47.5%) residents across the city. 

According to the most recent American Community Survey, the racial composition of the District Of 

Columbia was:

• Black or African American: 47.75%

• White: 40.67%

• Other race: 4.60%

• Asian: 3.80%

• Two or more races: 2.87%

• Native American: 0.26%

• Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander: 0.04%

Source:  2019 American Community Survey (ACS) - Census Bureau
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Health Status
The health status of individuals is usually reflective of income, education, and levels of poverty.  Those who have less tend
also to have poorer qualities of health. There's an old saying in some African American communities that is often applied to 
the broad-stroke disparity of our nation's economy and health. "When white folks catch a cold, black folks get pneumonia."

According to the 2017 Annual Report of the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), the following data 
points were found:
• Wards 7 and 8 had a household median income of less than $41,000 compared to all other wards whose household 

median income is more than $60,000. Wards 2 and 3 had a household median income of greater than $100,000.
• Heart disease and cancer were the top 2 leading causes of death.     
• HIV was among the top 10 leading causes of death in Wards 5, 7, and 8.  
• Diabetes was among the top 10 leading causes of death in all wards.
• Ward 3 residents were more likely to be diagnosed with high cholesterol, have health care coverage, and have an 

annual wellness exam. They are also more likely not to use a condom, never be tested for HIV, and diagnosed with 
arthritis, cancer, and depressive disorder.

• Ward 7 residents were more likely to have had difficulty remembering and concentrating, rate their health fair or poor, 
and be diagnosed with high blood pressure. They are also more likely to be obese, diagnosed with pre-diabetes, and 
had eaten fruit less than once per day and vegetables at least once per day. The residents are more likely not to have a 
flu shot, be diagnosed with arthritis, asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes, and heart disease.

• Ward 8 residents were more likely to have had difficulty remembering and concentrating, rate their health fair or poor, 
and be diagnosed with high blood pressure. They also cite having 14 or more days of poor mental health and are 
considered obese and pre-diabetic. While having an annual exam, they do not engage in exercise or eat fruit and 
vegetables once. The residents are more likely to be diagnosed with asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, 
diabetes, heart disease, and kidney disease.

Source: 2017 Annual Report of the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), 11
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Asbury 
Dwellings
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2019 BUDGET
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Status of Investment Account
The Ivy Foundation investment account with UBS Financial Services 
was established in 2004 to secure some of the Foundation's funds as 
a safety net for the organization.

Account balance for the period ending December 28, 2019:  
$35,901.74 

Member Monica Miles, CPA, served as the 2019 Investment 
Committee Chairman. An investment plan and recommendation were 
presented and accepted by the Ivy Foundation members at the 2019 
Annual Meeting. 
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PROPOSED REVENUE 2019 GOAL 2019 ACTUAL

AmazonSmile/CFC $150 $175
Online Fundraising $2,500 $3,000

Grants/Sponsorships/Other $1,500 $1,455
Fundraising Activities $25,000 $30,969

TOTAL $29,150 $35,599

As of December 31, 2019, the fundraising arm of The Ivy Foundation raised $35,599, a 65% increase over the previous year
($12,198). These fundraising efforts include revenue from the two fundraising events – Denim and Pearls Affair and Men Can
Cook Too!, Amazon Smile, online giving, and other donations. All Foundation members were assessed a specific number of
tickets for each event.

Denim and Pearls Affair
The Ivy Foundation's first fundraising event of 2019 was the Denim and Pearls Affair. More than 850 past donors and 230
Foundation members supported this event. The event, held at City Winery in Washington, D.C., on July 27, 2019. More than 260
tickets were sold. This event had a one ticket assessment or $45.00 donation for all Ivy Foundation members. Total revenue
generated was $18,795.63, and expenses totaled $4,903.75. The net income from this event was $13,891.88.

Men Can Cook Too!
The second Ivy Foundation fundraising event was Men Can Cook Too! This event had a two-ticket assessment or $90.00
donation for all Foundation members. The event was held at the Athletic Center of Trinity Washington University in Washington,
D.C., on October 6, 2019. More than 320 tickets were sold. Total revenue generated was $26,700.26, and expenses totaled
$9,623. The net income from this event was $17,077.26.
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Scholarships Awarded 
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Ivy Foundation 
Scholarship Award

Recipient College/University 

Hollie C. Chapmon Dana Paige University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

Wilma G. Shepherd Saylenis Palmore-
Rodriguez

University of the 
District of Columbia

Citywide Toya Tanner North Carolina A&T
Legacy Toya Tanner North Carolina A&T
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Dana Paige graduated from Benjamin Banneker Academic High School in June 
2019. She graduated 6th in her class with a cumulative GPA of 4.17. Dana chose to 
attend the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to study Statistics and 
Science. As a student, Dana was a member of many clubs, including the Ethics 
Bowl Team, Young Ladies on the Rise, Honor Society, Math National Honor 
Society, International Club, and the African Student Association. Dana also was 
dually enrolled at the University of District of Columbia Community College. 

Saylenis Palmore-Rodriguez graduated from Cardozo High School in June 2019 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.81. She initially planned to attend George Washington 
University. However, she ultimately chose to enroll at the University of the District 
of Columbia, currently studying Business and Public Administration. As a student at 
Cardozo, Saylenis was an active member of the Latino Youth Leadership Council, 
an organization she joined when she moved from Cuba to the United States in 
2016. Shortly after her arrival, Saylenis, along with other teens, wrote a bilingual 
book, Voces sin Fronteras: Our Stories, Our Truth. 

Dana Paige

Not pictured: Saylenis Palmore-Rodriguez
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Toya Tanner graduated from Roosevelt High School in June 2019. Toya decided 
to leave Banneker High School (where she was involved in Student Government 
and the Debate Team) to participate in dual enrollment at Howard University. Even 
starting as a senior, Toya became an integral part of the student body. She joined 
the Drama Club, playing Lady Capulet in Romeo and Juliet. She also was awarded 
'Student of the Month' and tried out for the cheerleading squad. One of her most 
memorable high school experiences was participating in study abroad in 
Morocco.

When not at school, Toya spent time in College Bound and was a member of Arena 
Stage's Voices of Now Advocacy Ensemble. She also served her community with 
Promising Futures and Women of Virtue. In the summers, she conducted scientific 
research with NIH and Carnegie Academy of Science. Toya was accepted to over 
20 colleges and chose to attend North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 
University, majoring in Biology. After completing her undergraduate studies, she 
plans on studying Genetics or Bioengineering to do research, teach, and develop 
medication specific to a patient's DNA.

Toya Tanner
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Community Sponsors/Donors
Norma Mapp

Janice Melvin

Charles Obrecht

Heidi Simonsen

Miatta Sinayoko

Jorai Sykes

Gmac Corporate

Isaacson Miller, Inc.

Lori Verbena Briscoe

Nicole Edwards

Autumn Gabriel

Robert Khan
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Member 
Donors 
HEARTFELT THANKS AND APPRECTION 
TO OUR WONDERFUL AND GENEROUS 
MEMBERS
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$1,000+
Daphne Doyle Benbow

Judith D. Brown

Brendolyn R. McCarty-Jones

Beverly Ann Fields

Nichelle DeJesus-Sertsu
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$500 - $999
Karen Spruill

Sherri Street

Rosalie H. Stroman

Tawana P. Tucker

Barbara A. White

Ivana Roberts Williams

Shana Wilson

Courtney Coffey

Camille Coppock

Virgenia Embrey-Brock

Linda L. Felton

Candacé Jackson

Patricia Melvin Khan

Monica H. Miles
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$250 - $499
Adrienne Lawrence
Alwilter T. Wilson
Alyce Femister Gaither
Constance R. Blackwell
Crystal Saunders-Hancock
Denise Shell
Dianne M. Hawkins
Edythe Challenger
Ellen Griffiths
Ethel Lee R. Lee Walker
Felisha Lawrence
Freddie Peaco
Jacqueline W. McGlen
Jacquelyn Glover
Karon Jeffery
Keight Kennedy
Khayla Toyer
Kimberly Lincoln-Stewart

LaRita Gordon
Leslie Gofney
Mara Wilson
Marsha Minter
Melanie C. Johnson Butler
Monica Pearsall Scarlett
Monique Jeffrey
Ora M. Darby
Patricia Hawkins
Rhonda Carter-Lawrence
Romaine Nelson
Sheila Roberts
Taneshia Straughter
Tanya L. Williams
Terry Heil
Tracy Harrison
Valerie Vines Toyer
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$25 - $249
Abdinnah Jalloh
Alexis Brown
Alicia Spencer Koku
Andria Caruthers Wilkerson
Anita M. Walls
Annie R. Wilson
Ashleigh Nicole Tillman (Taylor)
Ashley Harris
Atiya Nataki Hoye
Barbara G. Wallace
Bettie H. H. Sheppard
Beverly Ann Fields
Beverly Yeargin-Booth
Brenda Neal
Briana Smith
Candace McGill Jackson
Cecelia Davis Hopkins
Charde Scott Pearson
Charlotte Givens Douglass
Cheryl Lynn Campbell
Colleen Vermoer
Constance R. Blackwell
Consuelo Pettigrew
Crystal Denise Lloyd-Williams
Danielle Hawkins
Danielle Turnipseed
Daphne Doyle Benbow
Davida Grant
Debbie-Anne A. Reese

Debra Flowers
Delicia Lewis
Devin Hairston
Diane Butts
Donna Crawford Townsend
Earline E. Davis
Eboni Rashonda Thompson
Ebony Harrington Harris
Ebony Parker Waugh
Eleanor Joan Smith
Eleanor Padgett
Erica Johnson
Fannie Matthew
Felicia January
Felicia Johnson
Gail M. M. Whitley
Geneva Woodard
Georgia Noone-Sherrod
Greer S. Gavins
Harriett J. Harper
Hattie C. Brown
Helena S. Valentine
Jacqueline Brower McKinney
Jamika Burge
Janet "JZ" Williams
Janis D. D. Brown
Janis Willard-Robinson
Jasmine Tingling-Clemmons
Jean Hobbs Dobbins
Jeanice Stewart

Jirah Cosey
Johnetta Boseman Hardy
Junie J. Harris
Karen Spruill
Kametra M. Sims
Karyn Smalls Upshaw
Kendra D. Kirkland
Kimberly Varner
Kimberly Wingfield
Komeka Freeman
LaChelle R. Williams
Lantega B. Richardson
LaRita Gordon
Latrena Owens
Lauren Hendricks
Lauren R. Propst-Riddick
Lia Jones
Linda Jackson Jones
Loren Williams
Madeleine Wyche Coleman
Maggalean W. Weston
Mamie King Fields
Marilyn Mitchell
Marlowe Blount-Rich
Mary Pitman
Mattie Best
Maya Graham
Melanie Curry
Meredith Barnett
Michelle Hill Johnson
Michelle Reese
Minnie Barnes

Molette Green
Monica L. Roache
Monica Pearsall Scarlett
Mrs. Gail Kirkland-Briscoe
Ms. Cassandra Spears
Ms. Kimberly Jackson
Ms. Michelle Bailey
Ms. Priscilla Harris Wallace
Ms. Renee Carter-Perpall
Natasha K. Oyedele
Natoria Louallen
Nicole Richardson
Ora Brown Tilghman
Patricia (Pat) West
Patricia Baker-Simon
Patricia Khan
Paula B. McKann
Paula Mitchell
(Pearl) Michelle Davis
Perita Carpenter
Rablatu Bundu
Rachel H. English
Ramona Harper
Rhina Roberts
Robin M. M. Butler
Robyn Seay
Rochelle Graves
Romaine Nelson
Roselyn V. Aker-Black

Sandra H. Cox
Shaunia Wallace Carlyle
Sheena Hutchinson
Shirley Bullock Williams
Sonya Y. Pass
Stephanie Cox
Stephanie Montague
Susan Harper
Susan S. Matthews
Takema Keyes
Tanesha Straughter
Taneshia Straughter
Tavia Cummings
Teena Banks
Tene Davis
Terry Heil
Tiffany Gilliard
Tracey L. Hill-Henson
Tracy Jenkins Dobbins
Tremikae Owens
Uchechi Wosu
Valeta Sutton
Vera Blake
Wanda Tidline
Whitney Young
Zaunder Saucer
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• 42 program activities
• 38 community collaborations
• 6,309 meals served
• 3,593 household supplies donated
• 511 pairs of shoes donated to Soles for Souls
• 307 dresses and shirts for children in Haiti
• 304 pairs of eyeglasses donated to Lion's Club 

International

More than 1,400 hours of community service
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This report compiled and completed by:
• Chairman of the Board
• Executive Director
• Board of Directors

2018 Ivy Foundation Annual Report

641 S Street, NW
4th Floor

Washington, D.C.,  20001
(202) 723-1111

www.dcivyfoundation.org

http://www.dcivyfoundation.org/
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